Pfropfschizophrenia in the age of deinstitutionalization: whose problem?
The Kraepelinian concept of pfropfschizophrenia refers to the intertwined coexistence of mental retardation and schizophrenia. Patients with this syndrome are relatively treatment resistant and are often harmed by diverging policies and cost cuts within the framework of mental health care services. Thus, a better understanding of this syndrome has important practical implications. The multiple problems that these patients encounter in various educational and health care agencies and what questions need to be asked to better elucidate these patients' needs are assessed. Three case reports of adult long-term inpatients fulfilling the criteria for pfropfschizophrenia are presented. Their current mental status and illness histories are discussed in relation to hypothesized pathophysiological processes and current needs. Small cohort, naturalistic study. Pfropfschizophrenia is a phenotypically heterogeneous syndrome. The chronology of the appearance of cognitive deficits and psychotic symptoms during the course of this disorder should be carefully assessed because it may reflect diverse pathophysiological processes, necessitating differentiated, specific treatment interventions.